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The  Wylie  Hoard 

John  W.  Adams 

Hoards  are  the  stuff  of  which  numismatic  dreams  are  made.  In  the 
field  of  numismatic  literature,  no  hoard  is  more  celebrated  than  the  one 
assembled  by  Alexander  Parker  Wylie.  I would  like  to  relate  to  you  my 
adventures  in  seeking  out  this  bibliophilic  equivalent  of  the  Holy  Grail. 

It  all  began  during  the  Thanksgiving  holidays  in  1976.  Some  forgotten 
friend,  who  knew  of  my  weakness  for  accumulations  of  numismatic  catalogs, 
told  me  about  a fellow  out  in  Chicago  who  owned  the  mother  lode.  I contacted 
this  lode  possessor,  one  Richard  Piper  of  Wheaton,  Illinois,  and  made  a date 
to  visit  him  on  December  9th. 

Piper  proved  to  be  a character  worthy  of  the  occasion.  He  was  then 
involved  in  real  estate,  a profession  which  had  given  him  some  good  times  and, 
at  least  as  often,  some  not-so-good  times.  On  the  weekends,  he  raised  buffalo 
on  a farm  in  Wisconsin.  The  meat  from  these  animals  is  incredibly  tender  but, 
according  to  Piper,  the  raising  of  them  was  a hazardous  occupation. 

Numismatically,  Piper  had  done  a stint  as  an  historian  for  the  A.N.A. 
He  had  also  authored  an  interesting  pamphlet  on  the  1836  Reeded-edge  Half 
Dollar.  However,  by  far  and  away  his  major  accomplishment  was  the 
acquisition  of  the  Wylie  Hoard. 

Per  his  story,  the  Hoard  was  long  resident  in  an  attic  belonging  to  two 
spinster  descendants  of  Mr.  Wylie.  Piper  mowed  the  grass  for  these  ladies, 
raked  the  leaves  and  otherwise  ingratiated  himself  until  he  could  make  his 
score.  When  I paid  my  visit  to  Wheaton,  he  had  just  taken  possession  of  the 
catalogs,  but  it  was  my  impression  that  the  coup  had  been  several  years  in  the 
making. 

Come  December  9th,  I flew  to  O’Hare,  drove  to  Piper’s  house  and, 
after  meeting  his  wife  Meredith,  took  him  out  for  a leisurely  dinner.  Upon  our 
return,  the  floor  show  began  - and  floor  show  it  literally  was.  Stacked  all  over 
the  piper  basement  were  piles  and  piles  of  auction  catalogs  in  no  apparent 
order.  Dust  aside,  the  material  was  in  remarkably  decent  condition. 

It  is  difficult  to  describe  my  immediate  and  continuing  excitement.  A 
random  sampling  revealed  several  rarities,  including  a copy  of  Attinelli.  Almost 
all  of  the  catalogues  were  from  the  nineteenth  century,  indicating  that  the  hoard 
may  have  been  managed  by  Wylie,  but  that  the  core  of  it  had  probably  been 
assembled  many  years  before  his  time.  The  prominence  of  Woodward 
catalogues  within  the  whole  gives  a strong  clue  as  to  the  most  likely  origin. 

After  I had  regained  some  degree  of  composure,  we  went  to  battle 
stations.  Piper  would  bring  me  a stack  of  stuff;  I would  sort  it/list  it  and 
Meredith  would  reassemble  it  into  new  piles  organized  by  cataloguer.  This 
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process  continued  throughout  the  night  and  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  By 
7:00  AM,  we  had  listed  a grand  total  of  4,944  catalogs  plus  perhaps  a dozen 
periodicals  and/or  books. 

Some  of  the  individual  components  of  the  hoard  were  as  impressive  as 
its  staggering  total: 

• 77  Woodward  catalogues  pre-1867,  of  which  four  were  large  format 

• 774  later  Woodwards  of  which  118(!)  were  plated 

• 279  Lyman  Lows,  most  of  them  priced 

• 270  Frossard  catalogues,  16  plated 

• 449  catalogues  pre-1876 

• 5 H.P.  Smith  Maris  catalogues,  1 plated 

• 60  Scott  Sales,  10  plated 

• 216  Elders  sales 

• 232  Haseltines 

• 294  Masons 

• 320  Cogans 

• 179  small  Chapmans;  12  large 

• etc.,  etc. 

Despite  the  total  lack  of  sleep,  I was  feverishly  active  during  the  entire 
plane  ride  home.  By  the  time  the  aircraft  touched  down  in  Boston,  I had 
completed  my  valuation,  written  a "thank  you"  note  and  was  ready  to  deal. 

Richard  Piper  was  no  pushover.  Before  my  departure,  he  had  told  me 
that  he  had  a very  large  offer  — $30,000,  if  memory  serves--  and  he  later  wrote 
that  he  had  two  more  offers  in  excess  of  the  $25,000  limit  that  I was  will  to  pay. 
If  $25,000  seems  modest,  keep  in  mind  a)  that  prices  were  much  lower  in  1976 
and  b)  that  more  than  4,000  of  the  4,944  pieces  were  duplicates,  a number  of 
them  50  times  over.  Thus,  if  one  bid  $2.50  per  piece  for  4,000  duplicates,  the 
remaining  $15,000  covered  a lot  of  good  stuff. 
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Preempted  by  the  $30,000  offer  (which,  in  retrospect,  was  almost 
certainly  fictitious),  my  only  option  was  to  bid  for  pieces.  In  a letter  dated 
December  10,  I made  Piper  two  offers.  The  first,  for  my  immediate  needs  only, 
totaled  $5,770.  The  second  was  for  a much  bigger  chunk,  including  all  the 
Chapmans,  all  the  Frossards  and  all  the  Woodward’s  - 1 197  pieces  in  aggregate, 
plus  the  plated  Maris  - all  for  $15,788.50. 

Piper  turned  down  both  offers  and,  displaying  more  good  sense  than 
normal,  1 made  no  counter.  Losing  the  opportunity  was  a great  let  down, 
because  I feared  that  I had  missed  something  unique  in  my  late  night  pass 
through  the  material.  As  matters  turned  out,  I was  to  get  a second  chance. 

Following  our  negotiations,  Piper  got  in  touch  with  Frank  Katen  who 
agreed  to  sell  the  Hoard  at  public  auction.  A few  months  later,  Frank  Hew  to 
Chicago,  helped  pack  the  catalogs  in  a U-Haul  van  and  accompanied  Piper  on 
an  action-packed  trip  to  Baltimore.  According  to  Frank,  Piper  rode  shotgun  - 
literally.  The  owner  of  the  Hoard  valued  it  very  highly  indeed. 

In  his  inimitable  way,  Frank  Katen  was  able  to  catalog  the  first  550  lots 
of  the  Wylie  Hoard  in  time  for  his  sale  of  March  19,  1977.  The  lots,  consisting 
primarily  of  the  Chapman  and  the  Cogan  catalogs,  fetched  a total  of  $6,725. 
There  was  nothing  major  in  this  consignment  for  me.  I bid  by  mail  and  was 
successful  on  34  of  40  bids,  spending  a total  of  $745. 

Sale  Nc45  was  a different  story.  Only  40  days  after  sale  N°44,  Frank  was 
able  to  catalog  another  1,500  lots.  Because  this  segment  did  contain  the  items 
of  greatest  interest  to  me,  I attended  in  person,  bidding  frequently  at  each  of 
the  four  sessions  conducted  over  a two  day  period.  C»ood  fortune  combined 
with  light  competition  gave  me  everything  in  my  wildest  dreams  - complete  runs, 
thick  paper  editions,  plated  rarities  and  about  a dozen  items  that  I had 
encountered  neither  before  nor  have  since. 

I was  successful  on  198  lots  and  unsuccessful  on  very  few.  The  bill 
came  to  $4,055  or,  between  the  two  sales,  less  than  $5000.  This  sum  was 
considerably  lower  than  what  I had  offered  Piper  directly  for  the  same  items. 
As  an  example,  the  118  plated  Woodwards  fetched  $24  on  average  as  against 
my  earlier  offer  of  $40  per  piece,  duplicates  included. 

Whereas  I ended  up  paying  less  for  what  I wanted,  Frank  did  such  a 
fine  job  with  the  ordinary  material  and  the  duplicates  that,  by  my  reckoning,  the 
Hoard  grossed  $45,000  or  more  over  a period  of  lime  marked  by  live  sales 
(Katen  numbers  44,  45,  46,  48  and  51).  Bottom  line:  the  Pipers  came  out  better 
than  any  of  the  offers  received,  even  allowing  for  commissions  and  the  time 
value  of  money.  Truly,  the  Wylie  Hoard  was  a win-win  situation;  the  Pipers 
won  and  I won.  Even  better,  the  Hoard  won  because,  thanks  to  the  Katens,  the 
contents  and  the  owners  became  part  of  recorded  history. 


6 


The  Asylum 


omo:  OK 

Peo.  ^Mackenzie. 

S3  HllOAHWAY. 


‘"^cncic/ 

SI  iW-  c SUa* y.  3jO:/1/Y 


QliSlJ  (Iccoi/' JitsL 

Svic/odcoO  S\&'bCU/Ctl; 

jSuoajLs  Yl^ajoL'  / A L'0  0 , awy3.-el  'ryxy 
^-cS^C^ufl/(Zow  So  ^<ttMis\'LCiS'  <yjs  )/lU'>'VLOd  - 

yv\jCiAjL €U  IO&IjA  ; S CXaaxS/  (o  . 

SS  Sl  c^cS  ~~tlL(x£j  LA-X^lS 

32ov\slY<uj tuU.J  <3  /tcwe/  ~yurl  ^xutculcCjlcO 
3 aJ  cxaas  (La aJlulA^  SoJjO  . 

aS  urill  cSSo'OoC  *y  iajLs  -7'^vclcS 

j3da.tLL\(y  3 S&woC  'ij'&aAS  cn 

ScrVWX.cS  Chrj^Lj.  Cjl  CbSodS(^/^Jl- 

jx^vooLcL  t ^ 3 unlS  Sc.  0^  cuAMj^  ^uIjcajuS 


Swbi 


a-CLAxS( 


1 


CSSSSoAaa^ 


Winter,  1993 


7 


A Letter  from  Mortimer  Mackenzie 

Charles  Davis 

We  have  long  felt  that  one  of  the  most  fascinating  areas  of  collecting 
is  the  ephemera  that  our  compatriots  from  the  nineteenth  century  left  behind 
in  unfortunately  small  amounts.  Recently  we  came  upon  an  interesting  letter 
dated  May  30,  1871  to  Jeremiah  Colburn,  a member  of  the  Publication 
Committee  and  Business  Manager  of  The  American  Journal  of  Numismatics  as 
well  as  President  of  the  sponsoring  Boston  Numismatic  Society,  from  Mortimer 
L.  Mackenzie,  who  wished  to  subscribe  to  the  A.J.N.,  and  to  present  a priced 
copy  of  his  coin  catalogue  (Edward  Cogan  Sale  20:  June  23-24,  1869). 

Our  first  reaction  to  this  letter  was  that  it  was  a voice  from  the  grave. 
After  all,  Attinelli  had  noted  in  1876  that  "the  early  death  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  was 
an  event  most  deeply  regretted  by  numismatists  generally,  and  most  particularly 
by  those  of  this  city."  Because  Mackenzie  had  been  an  active  buyer  at  the  1867 
Mickley  Sale,  including  the  purchase  of  the  finest  known  Chain  Ameri  for  $110, 
we  had  always  assumed  that  his  collection,  sold  by  Cogan  only  eighteen  months 
later,  was  being  liquidated  at  his  death.  Obviously  Mackenzie  was  still  alive  and 
continued  to  some  degree  his  numismatic  interests  as  shown  by  his  desire  to 
subscribe  to  the  A.J.N.  His  presentation  of  a priced  copy  of  his  sale  catalogue 
was  dutifully  noted  in  the  Boston  Numismatic  Society’s  minutes  of  July  6,  1871: 
"A  handsomely  bound  priced  copy  of  the  sale  catalogue  of  the  Mackenzie 
Collection  was  received  from  the  gentleman  from  whom  that  collection  took  its 
name.  The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  voted  ..." 

What  neither  the  presenter  nor  the  receiver  felt  was  significant, 
however,  was  the  fact  that  the  copy  was  the  large  paper,  plated  edition  that  now 
resides  in  the  Rare  Book  Room  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  with  the  afore- 
mentioned letter  tipped  in.  As  we  are  currently  able  to  trace  only  three  other 
large  paper  copies,  one  in  the  Armand  Champa  library,  a second  via  John 
Adams  and  Dennis  Mendelson  in  John  Bergman’s  collection,  and  a third  in  the 
A.N.S.,  we  are  surprised  that  neither  the  size  of  the  paper  nor  the  five 
photographic  plates  received  any  special  mention. 

Apparently  bibliophilic  pioneering  went  largely  unappreciated.  While 
the  Mackenzie  catalogue  was  the  first  produced  in  the  United  States  with 
photographic  plates,  contemporaries  such  as  Ebenezeer  Mason  were  certainly 
unaware  of,  or  unsympathetic  to,  its  costs  of  production.  In  his  June  1869  Coin 
and  Stamp  Collector’s  Magazine,  Mason  offhandedly  notes  that  "photographs  of 
the  coins  will  be  plentifully  pictured  throughout  the  catalogue..."  with  the 
inference  that  all  copies  will  be  illustrated.  He  goes  on  to  berate  Cogan  for  not 
liberally  distributing  them:  "If  we  do  not  receive  sufficient  books  for  our 
patrons,  we  will  endeavor  to  reprint  the  catalogue  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties 
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who  will  be  cut  off..."  Given  the  scarcity  all  versions,  with  and  without  plates, 
regular  or  large  paper,  we  imagine  Cogan  did  not  circulate  them  freely.  And 
Mason’s  offer  to  reprint  was  just  an  idle  bluff. 

We  know  very  little  of  Mortimer  Mackenzie.  With  his  name  not  having 
the  recognition  of  Mickley,  Hall,  and  Brand,  numismatic  cataloguers  have  rarely 
given  him  his  due  in  the  pedigrees  of  the  S-l.  Sheldon  fails  to  mention  him; 
only  Kosoff  does,  but  when  this  historic  coin  was  catalogued  in  the  1944  Pearl 
and  1950  (Williams)  sales,  A.K.  misspelled  the  name  "McKenzie".  Bibliophiles, 
however,  will  always  have  one  of  the  great  desiderata  of  American  numismatics 
to  remember  him  by  - a large  paper,  plated  Mortimer  Mackenzie  catalogue. 


The  Printer’s  Devil 

Joel  J.  Orosz 

When  was  the  first  American  auction  of  coins,  and  what  is  the  earliest 
coin  auction  catalogue  that  a bibliophile  may  aspire  to  own?  The  first  answers 
to  these  questions  were  provided  by  the  patron  saint  of  American  numismatic 
bibliography,  Emmanuel  J.  Attinelli.  In  his  indispensable  work  Numisgrapliics, 
Attinelli  identified  the  first  American  auction  featuring  coins  as  the  Benjamin 
Watkins  sale  of  June  12-13,  1828.  In  fact,  with  the  aid  of  an  unnamed  New 
York  City  numismatist  who  owned  a copy  of  the  broadside  cataloguing  the 
Watkins  collection,  Attinelli  produced  a photolithograph  of  the  broadside  to 
serve  as  the  frontispiece  for  Numisgrapliics. 

Attinelli  and  his  cohorts  (he  mentions  eight  in  the  preface  to 
Numisgrapliics ),  created  a splendid  bibliography  of  American  numismatic 
auction  catalogues  before  1875,  one  that  remains  very  much  in  use  today.  As 
is  to  be  expected,  however,  in  the  more  than  115  years  since  the  ink  dried  on 
this  work,  numismatic  bibliophiles  have  uncovered  a handful  of  American  coin 
sales  that  predate  Watkins.  Although  data  about  these  sales  has  been  published 
in  a number  of  sources,  it  has  never,  to  the  best  of  your  columnist’s  knowledge, 
been  gathered  in  one  place.  What  follows  is  a trial  listing,  certainly  incomplete, 
of  all  identified  pre-Watkins  sales  by  date,  location,  content  (when  known),  and 
consignor  (when  known).  Finally,  there  will  be  an  assessment  of  the 
possibilities  of  procuring  a copy  of  these  items  for  one’s  own  bookshelf. 

A note  of  explanation  is  necessary  first.  Your  columnist  has  used  a 
flexible  definition  of  what  constitutes  a coin  sale.  Under  this  elastic  approach, 
an  auction  need  not  consist  entirely  of  numismatic  material  in  order  to  be  called 
a coin  sale,  but  it  must  have  some  significant  number  of  coins;  a single 
specimen  would  not  be  sufficient. 
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1)  March  10,  1785/Philadelphia/  "Ancient  and  Modern  Coins  & Medals" 
and  "American  Paper  Money"/Pierre  Eugene  Du  Simitiere.  As  of  this 
writing,  the  earliest  known  auction  sale  of  coins  in  America  occurred 
almost  before  there  was  a United  States  of  America.  This  dispersed 
the  collections  of  Pierre  Eugene  Du  Simitiere,  a Swiss  emigre  artist, 
and  proprietor  of  the  "American  Museum,"  which  he  opened  to  the 
public  (for  a fee)  in  Philadelphia  around  April  of  1782.  Du  Simitiere 
was  a superb  collector,  but  no  businessman,  and  his  museum  proved 
a financial  bust.  The  Swiss  virtuoso  could  have  sold  off  his  collections, 
which  included  artworks  and  natural  history  specimens,  but  he  couldn’t 
bear  to  part  with  his  life’s  work.  Consequently,  he  gave  the  last  full 
measure  of  devotion  for  his  collections,  starving  to  death  in  October, 
1784.  The  executors  of  his  estate,  Ebenezer  Hazard  and  Matthew 
Clarkson,  organized  a "public  vendue"  on  March  10,  1785,  to  liquidate 
the  American  Museum.  The  executors  advertised  the  impending 
auction  by  issuing  a broadside  in  which  Du  Simitere’s  coins  were 
aggregated  as  lot  19,  and  his  American  paper  money  offered  as 
compendium  lot  36.  Most  of  the  virtuoso’s  books  were  purchased  by 
the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia,  but  the  buyer(s)  of  lots  19  and 
36  is  not  known  with  certainty.  There  is  reason  to  believe,  however, 
that  these  lots  were  "bought  in"  by  executor  Matthew  Clarkson, 
possibly  because  they  didn’t  sell  (see  #2  below).  A copy  of  the 
broadside  is  in  the  collection  of  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia 
(now  residing  at  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania).  So  far  as  can 
be  determined,  this  copy  is  unique,  and  since  it  is  institutionally 
compounded,  currently  non-collectible.  Du  Simitiere’s  numismatic 
activities  were  first  publicized  to  the  numismatic  community  by  Harold 
Gillingham  in  a November,  1934,  article  in  The  Numismatist,  but 
Gillingham  did  not  uncover  evidence  of  the  sale.  Your  columnist  was 
the  first  to  discover  the  sale,  and  mentioned  it  in  an  article  in  Bowers 
and  Merena’s  Rare  Coin  Review  Ne56  (Summer,  1985).  George  Kolbe, 
acting  on  this  tip,  became  the  first  to  publish  a picture  of  the  broadside 
illustrating  it  in  his  Numismatic  Bookseller  Vol.  II  N^3  & 4 (September, 
1985).  Your  columnist  then  covered  the  subject  in  detail  in  his  1988 
book  The  Eagle  That  Is  Forgotten,  where  the  broadside  is  illustrated  as 
figure  11.  The  content  of  Du  Simitiere’s  collection,  which  included 
American,  ancient  and  foreign  coins,  is  also  discussed  in  detail  in  your 
columnist’s  book. 

2)  October  30,  1800/Philadelphia/Silver  and  Copper  Coin,  Medals 
&c./Matthew  Clarkson.  The  second  American  coin  auction  of  which 
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are  aware  is  probably  a repeat  appearance  of  material  from  the  first. 
In  the  October  29,  1800  issue  of  a Philadelphia  newspaper  named 
Poulson’s  American  Daily  Advertiser,  there  is  notice  of  an  October  30, 
1800  auction  of  the  residue  of  the  estate  of  Matthew  Clarkson. 
Clarkson,  a one-time  Mayor  of  Philadelphia,  was,  as  you  will  recall, 
one  of  Du  Simitiere’s  executors.  Significantly,  the  phrasing  of  this 
newspaper  announcement  is  almost  identical  to  the  wording  of  lot  19 
on  the  Du  Simitiere  broadside,  including  the  appearance  of  a coin 
cabinet  to  hold  the  specimens.  It  seems  highly  likely,  then,  that 
Clarkson  bought  at  least  lot  19  (and  possibly  lot  36),  at  the  Du 
Simitere  sale  (or  kept  them  when  they  did  not  sell),  and  held  them 
until  his  death  in  1800.  Whether  numismatic  material  purchased  at  the 
Clarkson  sale,  and  if  so,  by  whom,  is  not  known  at  this  time.  A copy 
of  this  edition  of  Poulson’s  is  in  the  collection  of  the  Library  Company 
of  Philadelphia.  An  interesting  research  project  would  be  to  discover 
whether  other  Philadelphia  newspapers  carried  this  notice  or  if 
broadsides  were  printed  to  advertise  the  sale.  If  so,  there  may  be  a 
slim  chance  to  acquire  a copy  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  papers  or 
broadsides.  This  sale  was  first  brought  to  light  in  the  catalogue  of  a 
1985  Library  Company  exhibition  to  mark  the  bicentennial  of  Du 
Simitiere’s  death,  entitled  "Pierre  Eugene  Du  Simitiere:  His  American 
Museum  200  Years  After."  It  was  discussed  and  illustrated  as  figure 
12  in  The  Eagle  That  is  Forgotten. 

3)  ?/?/1823/Cambridge,  Mass./"Books  and  an  Extensive  Collection  of 

Minerals,  Coins  &c./WiIliam  D.  Peck."  (?)  The  great  pioneer  coin 
dealer,  W.  Elliot  Woodward,  was  a keen  student  of  the  science  of 
numismatics.  In  addition  to  plying  his  trade,  he  spent  much  energy  in 
gathering  ephemeral  clippings  about  the  history  of  coin  collecting  in 
America.  Sadly,  the  scrapbooks  that  Woodward  so  assiduously 
gathered  over  the  years  have  themselves  become  fugitive.  A glimpse 
of  their  contents,  however,  is  afforded  by  lot  1893  of  Woodward’s  81st 
catalogue  (April  19-22,  1886).  This  lot  offers  the  catalogue  described 
above,  and  Woodward,  probably  relying  on  lessons  learned  from  his 
scrapbook  sleuthing,  declares  that  "This  collection  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  collection  of  coins  ever  offered  for  sale  at  auction,  and  the 
catalogue  is  doubtless  unique."  Woodward’s  discovery  was  forgotten 
from  more  than  a century  before  it  was  rediscovered  by  the  editor  of 
The  Asylum,  Charles  Davis,  and  mentioned  by  him  in  Volume  X N®2  of 
that  publication.  Given  Woodward’s  testimony,  and  the  non- 
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appearance  of  the  Peck  sale  in  years  since,  it  is  likely  that  the 
catalogue  is  truly  unique,  if  any  copies  have  survived  at  all. 

This  list  of  pre-Watkins  sales  is  undoubtedly  incomplete.  Surely,  other 
sales  containing  coins  were  held  in  America  before  1828,  and  readers  of  The 
Asylum  may  well  know  of  some.  If  so,  your  columnist  would  like  to  hear  from 
you  for  purposes  of  issuing  a corrected  and  expanded  list  in  the  future.  The 
ambitious  among  you  may  wish  to  follow  the  advice  of  George  Kolbe,  and 
peruse  McKay’s  American  Book  Auction  Catalogues,  1713-1934,  a sort  of 
Attinelli  for  the  general  bibliophile,  which  lists  nearly  500  pre-1828  book 
auctions,  some  of  which  probably  contained  coins. 

Finally,  if  you  have  a burning  desire  to  own  a copy  of  Watkins  itself, 
take  heart.  As  previously  noted,  at  least  one  copy  of  the  original  broadside  was 
in  the  hands  of  a numismatist  in  1875.  Attinelli  also  mentions,  on  page  5 of 
Numisgraphics,  that  he  made  "a  few"  photolithographic  copies  of  the  original 
broadside  in  "the  same  size  as  the  original,  which  is  18  inches  in  height.  Thus 
Watkins,  while  no  longer  the  first,  is  probably  the  most  collectible  of  the  early 
sales  - and  even  it  is  all  but  non-collectible.  Such  are  the  sweet  frustrations  of 
those  interested  in  the  cradle  age  of  American  numismatics. 

Addendum 


Your  columnist  recently  received  a letter  from  N.B.S.  member  Q. 
David  Bowers  containing  one  of  those  scraps  of  information  that  make 
numismatic  bibliomania  so  fascinating.  Dave  discovered  an  advertisement 
placed  in  1876  by  Captain  John  W.  Haseltine,  the  early  Philadelphia  coin  dealer 
whose  close  connections  with  the  U.  S.  Mint  allowed  him  to  handle  numerous 
delicacies  in  his  time.  The  ad  depicts  the  elegant  interior  of  an  art  salon,  and 
the  copy  merely  states  "Haseltine  Galleries  1125  and  1127  Chestnut  St., 
Philadelphia,"  Dave  notes  that  this  address  is: 

100  numbers  different  from  the  1225  address  used  for  coin 
purposes  by  Captain  John  W.  Haseltine  at  the  time.  Perhaps 
a member  knows  the  relation  or  can  check  in  a contemporary 
Philadelphia  business  directory  and  provide  further 
information.  Haseltine  Galleries  seems  to  be  devoted  to  art, 
without  a coin  in  sight-at  least  in  this  particular  illustration. 

Your  columnist  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  member  who  can  shed 
light  on  this  interesting  development. 
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Some  Rarely  Seen  Whitman  Coin  Books 

Ken  Bressett 

At  the  1992  Orlando  A.NA.  Convention,  Charlie  Davis  and  I had  a 
short  conversation  about  certain  Whitman  coin  publications  that  seemed  to  be 
rare  or  nearly  non-existent.  In  trying  to  explain  the  origin  and  rarity  of  these 
books,  it  occurred  to  both  of  us  that  an  article  clarifying  the  history  of  these 
obscure  publications  might  be  in  order  to  set  the  record  straight  for  future 
bibliophiles. 

As  a rule,  coin  books  published  by  the  Whitman  division  of  Western 
Publishing  Company,  Racine  Wisconsin,  are  usually  common  because  so  many 
of  them  were  printed  each  year.  The  few  exception  to  this  happened  for  a 
variety  of  reasons.  In  some  cases  a limited  number  of  books  were  made  as  trial 
or  experiment  printings  intended  to  test  the  market  before  full  scale  production 
was  begun.  Other  special  books  were  occasionally  made  for  overseas  sales  or 
as  vanity  publications. 

No  list  or  journal  was  ever  kept  chronicling  the  various  unusual  coin 
publications  that  were  made  over  the  years  by  Whitman.  A company  directive 
stipulated  that  no  information  should  be  released  about  quantities  printed  for 
any  Western  publication.  Don’t  get  me  wrong,  there  was  nothing  illicit  about 
any  of  the  "unusual"  books  that  were  produced  in  small  numbers.  They  were 
a part  of  experimenting  and  test-marketing.  Unfortunately,  information  about 
these  books  can  now  be  determined  only  from  existing  copies,  and  what  I can 
remember  of  the  days  that  I worked  for  the  company  from  1959-1980. 

One  of  the  earliest  exceptional  books  that  I have  ever  seen  in  a copy 
of  the  fourth  edition  (1945)  Handbook  of  United  States  Coins  bound  in  black 
rather  than  the  traditional  blue  cover.  Earlier  editions  had  used  various  shades 
of  blue  or  teal.  In  1944  it  was  nearly  impossible  to  get  paper  or  supplies  for 
printing  so  anything  available  was  used.  I have  also  seen  a copy  of  the  eighth 
edition  Handbook  bound  with  a red  cover,  and  a copy  of  the  1955  Guide  Book 
with  a blue  cover.  I believe  that  these  must  have  been  advance  set-up  copies 
made  to  test  the  binding  equipment  before  production  began. 

The  most  unusual  and  rarest  Guide  Book  is  a single  copy  printed  in 
braille,  but  I do  not  know  where  this  copy  is  today.  Next  to  that  are  the 
aggrandized  versions  that  were  specially  bound  and  given  to  contributors  who 
helped  with  the  revisions.  These  were  made  from  regular  books  but  have 
interleaved  pages  for  notes  and  comments.  The  oversized  red  binding  was  not 
always  printed  with  the  title,  but  often  had  some  identification.  I know  of  only 
one  interleaved  Handbook , a 1948  sixth  edition,  which  is  probably  unique. 

An  aggrandized  copy  of  the  first  edition  Guide  Book  was  sold  in  the 
1991  A.N.A.  Centennial  auction  by  Bowers  and  Merena  realizing  the  astonishing 
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sum  ot  $2090.  Only  one  other  copy  is  known  to  exist.  There  is  one  similar 
copy  of  the  second  edition  known  to  me.  Later  in  1962,  1 revived  this  custom 
and  made  interleaved  copies  for  contributors.  As  I recall  limited  production  to 
fifty  copies  each  year.  These  were  made  from  1962  through  1967.  Those  have 
a simple  red  board  cover  with  "GUIDE  BOOK"  and  the  date  printed  on  the 
spine.  The  binding  department  slipped  up  in  1965  and  made  all  of  those  with 
the  1964  date  on  the  cover. 

Another  early  specialty  that  you  are  not  likely  to  see  was  made  just  for 
R.S.  Yeoman  in  1945.  It  is  a bound  section  from  the  February  1945  edition  of 
the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine.  That  issue  contained  an  article  written 
by  Yeoman  entitled  "Private  Gold."  The  offprint  is  bound  with  a hard  blue 
cover  and  has  an  attractive  printed  label  with  the  title  also  printed  in  blue. 
Material  presented  in  this  article  became  the  basis  of  the  Private  Gold  section 
in  the  first  Guide  Book  that  was  printed  the  following  year.  I remember  Dick 
saying  that  he  had  a few  copies  made  up  for  friends,  but  he  didn’t  know  how 
many.  I have  seen  only  two  or  three. 

There  is  another  early  Whitman  publication  that  has  caused  confusion 
among  collectors.  It  is  titled  Handbook  of  United  States  Type  Coins.  Despite 
its  similarity,  it  has  no  relation  to  the  popular  Blue  Book  that  is  still  be  made 
today.  The  Type  Coins  catalogue  was  made  to  be  included  with  an  early  version 
of  the  Whitman  coin  folder  that  had  spaces  for  a general  collection  of  U.S. 
coins.  There  was  a pocket  on  one  page  of  the  album  that  housed  this 
informative  booklet. 

The  original  Handbook  of  United  States  Type  Coins  was  a 32  page  self- 
covered  booklet  dated  1943.  The  style  and  content  are  very  much  like  the 
regular  Handbook,  except  that  there  are  no  prices;  just  illustrations  and  data 
about  the  various  type  coins.  A second  edition  of  this  pamphlet  was  made  in 
1948,  this  time  with  a soft  blue  Kivar  cover.  I never  heard  why  this  edition  was 
made.  Both  are  reasonably  scarce.  I remember  that  we  occasionally  talked 
about  bringing  it  back  into  publication,  but  I do  not  think  that  it  ever  happened. 
At  least  I do  not  seem  to  have  a copy  later  than  the  1948  book. 

Charlton’s  Standard  Catalogue  of  Canadian  Tokens  and  Paper  Money 
had  a strange  beginning  and  ending  with  Whitman.  Jim  started  this  very 
successful  book  as  his  own  publication  in  Canada  for  the  first  s even  editions. 
Dick  Yeoman  made  a business  arrangement  with  him  in  1959  to  print  and 
publish  the  book  in  the  states.  The  beginning  Whitman  edition  was  the  eighth, 
issued  in  1960.  The  date  is  on  the  title  page.  From  the  ninth  edition  through 
the  fifteenth  (1967),  these  catalogues  were  printed  in  Racine.  I have  an 
interleaved  copy  of  the  fifteenth  edition  and  think  that  it  may  be  unique. 

Sometime  after  1967  the  contract  was  not  renewed  and  Jim  went  back 
to  printing  his  own  books  in  Canada.  My  bookshelf  is  void  of  copies  made  from 
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1968-1970.  I don’t  know  why  or  printed  them.  I do  have  a 1971  nineteenth 
edition  that  is  in  paperback  and  which  is  not  a Whitman  product  having  been 
made  by  Charlton  in  Canada.  In  1971  Whitman  began  its  own  title  called  Coins 
of  Canada  by  Jim  Haxby  and  Bob  Willey.  That  went  into  three  editions,  the 
final  one  appearing  in  1977.  None  of  these  editions  is  rare,  but  they  are 
mentioned  here  solely  to  prevent  the  reader  from  looking  for  non-existing  dates 
or  editions. 

There  are,  however,  many  exceptional  versions  of  some  of  the  other 
Whitman  world  coin  books.  Take  for  instance,  The  Guide  Book  of  English 
Coins  that  I authored  in  1962.  We  were  not  too  sure  as  to  how  well  it  wold 
sell,  so  we  used  a cover  date  of  1962-1963.  Nothing  was  wrong  with  that,  but 
we  also  called  it  the  second  edition,  the  reason  for  which  was  very  legitimate. 
There  already  was  a copyrighted  publication  by  the  same  name  that  had  been 
used  by  Tom  Mowrey  in  1960.  The  so  called  first  edition  was  little  more  than 
a self  covered  price  list  for  Tom,  but  he  did  not  want  to  give  up  the  title,  and 
we  wanted  it.  So  we  compromised  and  made  him  a consultant  and  called  our 
book  and  expanded  version  of  his  title.  I still  have  a copy  of  his  price  list 
somewhere,  but  bet  there  are  very  few  others  extant. 

The  English  Guide  Book  went  on  to  see  eight  editions  published  by 
Whitman  in  hardback,  and  a ninth  edition  with  a soft  cover  that  was  printed 
especially  for  Pennsylvania  dealer  William  Paul.  The  early  editions  all  had  a 
drab  grey  cover  with  blue  printing.  The  seventh  edition  was  made  with  a white 
cover.  The  eighth  was  printed  in  full  cover  with  a display  of  coins  and  the 
Union  Jack. 

None  of  the  regular  editions  is  rare,  but  there  is  a special  edition  that 
is  largely  unknown  in  this  country.  There  are  the  editions  that  were  made  for 
the  English  trade,  and  contracted  for  by  Don  Hirschorn  Ltd  of  Newcastle  Upon 
Tyne.  The  English  books  can  be  identified  easily  by  the  wording  "Sterling 
Values"  on  the  cover.  Inside  all  the  prices  are  shown  in  Pounds,  Shillings,  and 
Pence.  I have  copies  of  the  1966-1967  and  1968  editions,  and  seem  to  recall 
that  there  might  have  been  one  other.  None  of  these  was  sold  in  the  United 
States,  and  they  rarely  show  up  here.  I am  also  missing  a copy  of  the  regular 
seventh  edition  with  U.S.  prices,  and  do  not  know  if  one  was  ever  made. 

There  are  some  other  relatively  unknown  foreign  editions  of  Whitman 
coin  books.  One  of  these  is  a Spanish  language  edition  of  A Guide  Book  of 
Mexican  Coins.  The  English  books  were  printed  from  1963  to  1989  (I  believe) 
but  only  in  five  editions.  The  first  was  titled  A Guide  Book  of  Mexican  Decimal 
Coins  1863-1963  in  English,  and  Guia  de  Las  Monedas  Decimates  Mexicanas 
1863-1963  in  Spanish.  Both  were  written  by  Theodore  Buttrey.  Collectors  will 
have  a difficult  time  locating  copies  of  the  Spanish  edition  as  they  all  ended  up 
in  Mexico. 
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In  1969  the  title  of  this  book  was  changed  to  A Guide  Book  of  Mexican 
Coins  1922  to  Date,  and  it  was  co-authored  by  Ted  Buttrey  and  Clyde  Hubbard. 
The  first  edition  is  not  numbered  but  the  1971  version  is  called  the  second 
edition.  Both  are  in  hardback.  The  1977  third  edition  is  paperback.  I do  not 
have  a copy  of  the  fourth  edition,  but  the  fifth  was  printed  and  distributed  by 
Krause  in  1989.  I suspect  that  the  fourth  was  also. 

Collecting  consecutive  editions  of  Brown  and  Dunn’s  A Guide  to  the 
Grading  of  United  States  Coins,  can  also  be  a challenge.  The  authors  privately 
published  the  first  two  editions  of  their  book  privately  and  only  as  a small 
paperback.  The  first  edition  was  copyright  1958  while  second  was  printed  in 
1961.  Then  the  publication  was  taken  over  by  Whitman,  and  a hardbound  third 
edition  version  with  line  drawings  was  produced  in  1963.  Other  editions  were 
printed  in  1964,  1966,  and  1969.  Then  Whitman  came  out  with  the  A.NA. 
Standards  book  and  dropped  Brown  and  Dunn.  The  authors  picked  it  up  again 
and  published  a hardbound  seventh  edition  in  1980. 

In  August  of  1962  when  The  Fantastic  1804  Dollar  book  was  being 
readied  for  press,  Eric  Newman  and  thought  our  work  was  done,  and  we  both 
went  off  to  the  A.NA.  Convention  for  a little  R&R.  It  was  there  that  David 
Spink  announced  to  the  world  that  he  had  purchased  the  King  of  Siam 
Specimen  in  its  original  presentation  case.  I will  never  forget  the  thrill  of 
telephoning  the  plant  to  say  "stop  the  presses."  We  had  to  include  the  new 
discovery  as  it  proved  conclusively  what  we  had  speculated  on  in  the  original 
text. 

A New  chapter  was  written  to  include  the  new  discovery,  and  the  book 
then  went  into  production,  but  not  before  I had  a few  of  the  original  press 
sheets  bound  into  a special  "pre-edition"  publication  without  the  King  of  Siam 
saga.  About  24  of  these  books  were  bound  with  regular  cases  and  were  given 
to  friends  and  helpers  by  the  authors.  They  look  just  like  the  regular  edition 
from  the  outside.  Inside  you  can  tell  the  difference  by  looking  at  Chapter  IX 
for  a picture  of  the  King  of  Siam  Set.  Over  the  years  several  copies  have  come 
to  auction,  including  the  one  given  to  the  late  Richard  Picker. 

When  Admiral  O.  H.  Dodson  was  director  of  the  Money  Museum  at 
the  National  Bank  of  Detroit,  he  approached  Whitman  to  print  a book  that  he 
could  distribute  at  the  museum.  He  was  an  able  author,  and  the  subject  made 
a great  title:  Money  Tells  The  Story , which  we  printed  as  one  of  the  "Black 
Book"  series  of  soft  covered  monographs.  Oscar  was  happy  with  the  books,  but 
as  he  wanted  something  in  hardback,  we  printed  a special  quantity  just  for  him 
with  a tan  hard  cover  and  blue  printing  of  the  title.  As  I recall  we  did  not  make 
very  many,  and  they  all  went  to  Detroit.  I have  never  seen  one  on  the  market. 

A somewhat  similar  thing  happened  with  a book  that  we  did  for 
George  and  Melvin  Fuld  in  1959.  This  was  their  Patriotic  Civil  War  Tokens 
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catalog.  It  was  originally  done  as  a Whitman  Black  Book  title,  but  the  Fulds 
wanted  something  in  hard  back  that  could  be  given  to  friends.  In  this  case  I 
think  we  supplied  unbound  copies  to  them  and  they  had  a few  bound  with  blue 
covers.  There  are  two  volumes  with  the  second  having  a full  set  of 
photographic  plates.  I have  copy  Ne10,  but  do  not  recall  how  many  were  made. 
A second  edition  of  the  original  softcover  work  was  published  by  Whitman  in 
1960,  and  a third  edition  in  1965.  Later  a facsimile  third  edition  was  printed  by 
Quarterman  some  ten  years  later. 

Among  the  more  coveted  and  rare  Whitman  coin  publications  are  those 
that  were  printed  in  and  for  the  Orient.  One  of  these  was  a foreign  language 
version  of  Current  Coins  of  the  World.  Normal  editions  of  these  books  were 
made  in  several  printings  from  the  first  in  1966  to  the  seventh  in  1976  and  were 
all  in  hardback.  Then  the  publication  was  sold  to  the  Coin  and  Currency 
Institute,  and  they  published  a softbound  eighth  edition  in  1988. 

The  unusual  variation  made  for  the  Orient  was  a duplication  of  the 
U.S.  publication  down  to  the  traditional  white  cover  and  artwork.  The  big 
difference  is  that  these  are  all  in  Japanese.  Even  the  pricing  in  Yen  rather  than 
Dollars.  These  books  were  translated  and  printed  in  Japan,  and  there  is 
scarcely  a word  of  English  in  any  of  them.  Editions  run  parallel  with  the  U.S. 
and  extend  from  the  third  through  the  seventh.  No  Japanese  printings  were 
made  for  either  the  first  or  second  editions. 

A similar  thing  happened  with  the  Whitman  Brown  Book,"  A Catalogue 
of  Modem  World  Coins  by  R.S.  Yeoman.  Regular  U.S.  versions  were  made 
from  the  first  edition  in  1957  to  the  12th  in  1978.  Starting  with  the  ninth  edition 
in  1970,  and  then  through  the  12th,  a special  Japanese  printing  was  made  with 
everything  translated  into  that  language.  Here  too  all  the  prices  were  given  in 
Yen  rather  than  Dollars.  I can  assure  you  that  very  few  of  these  landed  in  this 
country.  I am  missing  the  eleventh  edition,  and  know  of  no  one  else  who  has 
any  of  the  others. 

Then,  as  if  these  are  not  challenge  enough  for  almost  any  bibliophile, 
there  are  at  least  two  pirated  editions  of  the  Brown  Book  that  are  counterfeit 
copies  of  the  Japanese  printings,  and  that  were  made  in  Hong  Kong.  I am 
reasonably  certain  that  these  are  the  tenth  and  eleventh  editions.  As  far  as  I 
know,  only  one  ever  got  into  this  country,  and  that  ended  up  in  the  Whitman 
archives  or  legal  department.  The  fake  editions  look  pretty  much  like  the 
ordinary  Japanese  versions  but  are  on  cheaper  paper  with  inferior  printing. 
They  are  easy  to  spot  because  for  some  bizarre  reason  it  was  deemed  illegal  to 
show  any  communist  coins,  and  in  the  section  on  China,  all  of  those  issues  have 
been  removed  and  replaced  by  blank  spaces. 

I suppose  that  one  could  also  add  to  this  list  the  single  page  of  the 
Guide  Book  that  was  printed  in  1963  to  replace  page  237  that  was  missing  from 
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some  of  the  books.  Yes  it  really  happened.  Through  some  unfortunate 
circumstance,  page  239  was  printed  twice  and  page  237  was  left  out.  To  rectify 
the  situation,  we  had  a few  hundred  copies  printed  of  the  real  page  237  in  case 
anyone  asked  for  it.  There  were  probably  a dozen  or  two  who  ever  wrote  for 
one,  and  I suppose  the  rest  were  tossed  out  next  year.  I never  even  though  to 
save  one  for  my  collection.  Oh  well,  we  can’t  win  them  all. 


The  Numismatic  Messenger,  1971-1972 

William  Malkmus 

January,  1971,  marked  the  appearance  of  a new  numismatic  journal 
published  by  Castenholz  and  Sons,  Pacific  Palisades,  California,  entitled  The 
Numismatic  Messenger.  Publication  was  planned  on  an  ambitious  monthly 
schedule,  with  a subscription  price  of  four  dollars  per  year.  The  publishers  were 
numismatic  booksellers,  and  the  initial  issues  were  heavily  subsidized  by  their 
own  advertising.  Eventually,  considerable  support  was  received  from  other 
advertisers.  The  enterprise  appeared,  however,  never  to  have  reached  a 
break-even  point. 

One  feature  of  the  journal  was  the  republication  of  one  plate  from 
Hawkins’  Silver  Coins  of  England  on  the  back  cover  of  each  issue.  Reprinting 
of  the  entire  set  of  47  plates  would  doubtlessly  have  been  completed,  except  for 
the  demise  of  The  Numismatic  Messenger  after  two  years  of  publication. 

These  journals  were  published  in  a 5V2  by  8V2  inch  format,  all  of  the 
issues  being  neatly  laid  out  with  a clean,  consistent,  and  uncluttered  typography. 
The  number  of  pages  began  at  32  per  issue,  but  in  May,  1971,  this  was  cut  to 
24  pages,  at  which  size  it  remained  until  the  final  issue.  Twenty-two  monthly 
issues  were  published  on  a regular  schedule  from  January,  1971,  to  October, 
1972.  The  final  issue  (of  28  pages)  was  numbered  Volume  II,  Nos.  11  & 12, 
and  dated  November  & December,  1972. 

None  of  the  issues  carried  a table  of  contents,  but  the  last  numbers  of 
each  volume  contained  a detachable  and  unpaginated  four-page  index  for  the 
year.  Most  of  the  articles  were  surveys  of  coinages  or  descriptions  of 
unpublished  varieties  of  coins.  A number  of  book  reviews  were  published. 
However,  the  main  feature  of  interest  to  bibliophiles  was  an  article  entitled 
"John  Bergne’s  Annotated  Copy  of  Hawkins’  Silver  Coins  of  England”  by  Bill  J. 
Castenholz,  which  was  published  in  Vol  I N21,  pp.  8-14  (January  1971),  and  a 
follow-up  article  by  the  same  author,  "Further  Comments  on  ...,"  published  in 
Vol  I N210,  pp.  253-259  (October.  1971).  The  second  article  contained  a number 
of  comments  by  C.  E.  Blunt. 
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The  volume  in  question  was  an  interleaved  first  edition  of  Edward 
Hawkins’  1841  work  - "one  of  the  large  paper  copies  (7-3/8"  x 11-1/8""),  the 
top  edge  gilt,  heavily  bound  in  crimson  leather,  blind  and  gold  tooled."  Some 
of  the  interleaves  contained  sketches  or  drawings  of  coins  cut  from  sources  such 
as  The  Numismatic  Chronicle,  along  with  pedigree  information.  This  was 
considered  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  that  all  of  Bergne’s  annotations  for 
Anglo-Saxon  and  Norman  coins  were  reproduced  in  The  Numismatic  Messenger. 
Following  Bergne’s  death  in  1873,  his  collections  were  sold,  and  the  annotated 
copy  eventually  made  its  way  into  Castenholz’  library,  where  it  resided  at  the 
time  of  publication  of  the  article. 

The  final  issue  of  The  Numismatic  Messenger  was  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  the  publisher,  dated  January  17,  1973,  announcing  the  suspension  "at 
least  temporarily"  of  publication.  The  departure  of  this  journal  was  a source  of 
some  degree  of  sadness  for  an  unknown  number  of  subscribers,  having  set  and 
maintained  high  standards  of  quality  as  well  as  of  regularity  in  its  publication. 


From  the  Elder  Monthly,  Volume  I,  Ncll  (February  1907) 

At  a recent  book  sale  held  by  the  Anderson  Company  of 
this  city,  a copy  of  the  first  book  by  Mrs  Eddy,  Science  and  Health, 
fetched  the  astounding  price  of  $110.  We  doubt,  however,  that  the 
person  who  bought  the  book  had  any  special  interest  in  Christian 
Science  itself,  but  bid  on  account  of  the  book’s  rarity.  It  is  a 
significant  fact  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  it  is  the  rarity  and  not 
the  content  of  the  book  that  appeals  to  the  bibliomaniac. 


A Day  at  the  Street  Fair 

Denis  W.  Loring 

Each  year  New  York  City  holds  a street  fair  called  "New  York  is  Book 
Country."  Fifth  Avenue  from  44th  to  57th  Street  is  lined  on  both  sides  with 
booths  representing  bookstores,  publishers,  and  special  interest  booksellers. 
The  fair  also  extends  along  a few  of  the  side  streets.  In  particular  52nd  Street 
is  designated  "Antique  Alley,"  and  is  devoted  to  sellers  of  older  and  out-of-print 
books.  I enjoy  street  fairs  in  general;  being  a book  junkie,  1 find  this  one 
particularly  appealing. 
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This  year’s  fair  was  September  19,  starting  at  11  A.M.  The  Columbus 
Avenue  Fair,  a more  eclectic  event  (crafts,  food,  discount  merchandise)  and 
only  a block  from  my  apartment  was  the  same  day,  same  time.  Which  to  do 
first?  I decided  to  do  the  book  fair  first  on  the  off  chance  somebody  might 
have  some  interesting  coin  books  for  sale.  I’ve  attended  this  sale  several  times 
before  and  never  found  anything,  but  you  never  know. 

I got  to  the  Fair  around  11:30,  and  moseyed  my  way  down  from  57th 
Street.  When  I got  to  52nd  Street,  I flipped  a mental  coin  and  turned  left. 
Some  stalls  obviously  had  nothing  numismatic,  others  required  asking.  The 
answers  were  all  the  same  though:  "Sorry,  nothing  on  coins."  Crossing  Fifth 
Avenue,  I continued  the  search.  Halfway  down  the  street  a little  sign  stopped 
me  short: 

Coin  Books/$1.00 

The  sign  was  attached  to  a blue  plastic  milk  carton  about  two  thirds  full 
of  books.  The  books  were  all  5"x8",  some  red,  some  blue.  Yes  it  was  a little 
hoard  of  Guidebooks  and  Handbooks.  They  looked  fairly  new  from  where  I 
was  standing,  so  I did  not  expect  much,  but  I moved  in  for  a closer  look.  Let’s 
see:  1973,  1965,  1976,  1984,  -aha!  A 1958  Red  Book!  Decent  shape,  no  great 
prize  but  certainly  worth  a buck.  And  a 1957,  even  better!  Nothing  in  the  Blue 
Books,  though.  There  all  mid-60’s  and  later.  Getting  toward  the  end  - wait  a 
minute.  Here’s  one  that  looks  pretty  old  from  the  back.  Let’s  turn  it  over  ... 
Bingo!  Third  Edition,  1949!  Isn’t  that  one  of  the  tough  ones?  There  are  even 
few  old  notes  and  advertisements  folded  inside  the  front  cover.  Well,  well,  glad 
I came  early.  This  is  definitely  the  best  $1.00  book  I ever  bought. 

The  record  lasted  one  full  minute.  Down  to  the  very  bottom.  This  one 
was  obviously  tossed  in  first;  the  cover  is  starting  to  separate.  Wonder  what  it 
is  ...  and  there  it  was  - the  first  Red  Book  - 1947,  First  Edition,  first  printing. 

Four  books,  four  bucks.  I didn’t  even  try  to  haggle  him  down  to  $3.50. 
"New  York  is  book  country"  indeed.  Arn’t  street  fairs  fun? 


Enclosed  with  this  issue  is  a separately  published  index  to 
the  second  five  volumes  of  The  Asylum.  We  extend  grateful 
appreciation  to  William  Malkmus  of  California,  who  put  the  index 
together  and  was  kind  enough  to  send  it  to  the  editor  on  diskette 
ready  for  final  formatting  and  printing. 
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Numismatic  Literature  and  the  Computer 

Arthur  Crawmer 

As  members  of  the  N.B.S.  we  are  all  bound  together  by  an  appreciation 
for  the  written  word.  However,  in  my  opinion,  this  interest  goes  further  than 
simply  collecting  books  about  coins  and  appreciating  fine  bindings.  In  the 
pursuit  of  our  own  collecting  goals  we  can  loose  sight  of  the  part  we  are  playing 
in  the  retention  of  information  and  the  increasing  of  knowledge  related  to  our 
chosen  hobby.  Whatever  our  short  term  collecting  goal,  the  long  term  effect  is 
the  passing  along,  to  the  next  generation,  of  information  that  may  otherwise  be 
lost.  Further,  it  is  my  belief  that  we  have  an  obligation  to  ourselves  and  future 
enthusiasts  to  make  the  information  we  have  more  accessible  to  others. 

Through  the  computer  we  have  precisely  the  appropriate  vehicle  to 
make  the  body  of  information  we  have  collected  accessible  to  fellow  collectors. 
I understand  that  some  collectors  find  the  thought  of  a computer  invading  our 
avocation  at  a minimum  distasteful.  An  electronic  word  processor,  for  example, 
removes  the  possibility  of  the  collector  obtaining  a printer  version  of  an  early 
draft  of  a manuscript.  Thus,  we  are  deprived  of  information  related  to  the 
process  by  which  the  writer  creates.  However,  I believe  this  is  a small  price  to 
pay  for  all  of  the  benefits  the  computer  can  bring  to  us. 

A computer  and  a modem,  a device  which  allows  one  computer  to 
communicate  with  another  computer,  can  provide  a variety  of  services  and 
benefits  which  the  hobby  does  not  now  have  or  is  only  beginning  to  enjoy.  The 
primary  benefits  of  the  computer  are  its  ability  to  store  large  amounts  of 
information  in  a relatively  small  area,  its  ability  to  retrieve  rapidly  and 
manipulate  data  and  its  ability  to  communicate  information  almost 
instantaneously  to  a large  number  of  people.  These  functions  can  be  adapted 
to  perform  a variety  of  useful  functions  for  the  bibliophile  and  numismatist. 

First,  a computer  and  modem  can  be  used  to  create  an  electronic 
bulletin  board,  which  provides  a method  for  a number  of  collectors  to 
communicate  with  one  another  and  to  share  ideas  and  information.  Such  a 
board  already  exists  for  numismatists  and  is  called  "NumisNet,"  the  creation  of 
Larry  Mitchell.  If  you  wish,  you  may  connect  to  this  service  by  calling 
1-301-498-8205  through  your  computer  modem. 

A second  important  use  for  the  computer  is  as  a database.  Here  the 
computer  takes  the  place  of  a file  cabinet,  library  card  catalog  or  other  manual 
method  for  storing  information.  Again,  services  already  exist  which  clearly 
indicate  the  potential  of  this  function.  For  example,  the  University  of  Maryland 
library  card  catalog  is  in  a computer  database.  Additionally,  the  University  of 
Maryland  is  tied  into  other  library  databases  throughout  the  country,  including 
one  which  indexes  government  publications  and  another  which  indexes  over 
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12,000  periodicals.  1 am  able,  through  my  home  computer  and  modem,  to 
access  these  databases  at  any  time  allowing  me  to  research  topics  of  interest  as 
my  schedule  permits.  The  time  I expend  for  research  has  been  greatly  reduced, 
and  the  number  of  sources  available  to  me  have  been  greatly  increased. 

Another  use  for  the  computer  is  the  production  of  written  documents 
from  electronic  databases.  From  "UnCover,"  the  same  database  which  indexes 
periodical  articles,  one  can  obtain  printed  transcripts  of  the  articles  themselves 
for  a nominal  fee.  This  allows  the  researcher  in  the  most  remote  location  to 
have  access  to  almost  as  much  information  as  the  person  living  next  to  a major 
research  library.  Through  an  electronic  scanner,  a device  which  allows  the 
computer  to  convert  a printed  or  written  page  to  an  electronic  medium,  and  a 
computer  database,  rare  works  now  available  only  to  a few,  could  be  given  a 
widely  increased  availability. 

The  technology  for  all  of  these  enhancements,  and  for  potentially  much 
more  is  presently  available  to  the  hobby  for  the  asking.  The  November  9,  1992 
issue  of  Coin  World  reported  that  the  A.N.A.  is  forming  a task  force  "to  study 
the  possible  establishment  of  a computer  communications  network."  I believe 
that  the  movement  of  the  computer  into  our  hobby  is  inevitable  and  is  to  our 
benefit.  I recommend  that  the  N.B.S.  support  the  following  proposals: 

1)  The  A.NA.  tie  into  the  "Coins  and  Currency  section  of  the 
Collectibles  Forum  on  CompuServe  Information  Service,  as  described 
in  a letter  to  the  editor  of  Coin  World , 12/14/92,  by  Robert  Foppiano. 

2)  The  A.NA..  tie  into  the  NumisNet  system  developed  by  Larry 
Mitchell  which  is  already  on  line.  With  A.NA.  resources  and  Mr. 
Mitchell’s  permission  and  support,  this  bulletin  board  could  be  made 
to  sendee  the  entire  membership  of  the  A.NA.  and  aid  in  bringing  new 
numismatists  and  bibliophiles  into  the  hobby. 

3)  The  A.NA.  put  the  association’s  library  catalog  on  line  and  make  it 
available  through  the  CARL  (Colorado  Alliance  of  Research  Libraries) 
network  to  any  agency  or  individual  able  to  tie  into  that  system. 

4)  The  A.NA.  catalog  of  the  items  contained  in  the  museum  holdings 
be  put  on  a computer  database  and  made  available  to  anyone 
interested  in  that  information.  If  the  A.NA.  wishes  to  create  an 
enhancement  for  the  future,  photographic  images  of  select  items  could 
also  be  made  available  to  anyone  with  access  to  a computer  terminal. 
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I also  believe  the  same  proposals  should  be  adopted  by  the  A.N.S..  To 
have  the  resources  of  two  of  the  largest  numismatic  libraries  and  two  major 
numismatic  collections  available  would  be  a great  enhancement  to  the  hobby. 
These  services  should  NOT  be  limited  to  the  membership  of  the  A.NA  and 
A.N.S..  Information  and  knowledge  are  too  important  to  be  withheld  because 
an  individual  does  not  have  the  price  of  a ticket  or  does  not  hold  the  correct 
membership  card. 

These  recommendations  would  be  only  the  beginning  of  the  benefits 
computer  enhancements  could  bring  to  the  hobby.  The  amazing  thing  about  a 
computer  is  the  more  one  uses  the  device,  the  more  uses  one  discovers.  The 
hobby  is  already  behind  in  the  application  of  the  computer  to  serve  all  those 
interested  in  numismatics.  Unless  we  begin  to  act  now  more  time  will  be  lost 
and  the  benefits  we  could  be  experiencing  through  the  use  of  computer 
technology  will  be  further  delayed. 

Finally,  I recommend  that  the  N.B.S.  consider  going  on  line  with  an 
index  for  The  Asylum.  Additionally,  articles  could  be  made  available  for  a 
nominal  fee  to  nonmembers  of  the  N.B.S. . In  my  opinion  this  would  be  a way 
for  the  N.B.S.  to  show  what  the  organization  has  to  offer.  These  initiatives  will 
not  be  instantaneous  and  will  not  be  cheap.  However,  if  our  goal  is  the 
advancement  of  numismatics  we  should  begin  immediately  begin  to  use  the 
computer  to  turn  this  goal  into  reality. 


From  the  Editor 

H Congratulations  are  due  to  Spink  & Sons  and  editor  Douglas  Saville,  who 
have  just  published  the  100th  Anniversary  issue  of  Spink  Numismatic  Circular , 
the  longest  running  consecutively  published  numismatic  periodical.  This  slick 
production  contains,  in  addition  to  coins  for  sale,  book  reviews  of  new  titles  as 
well  as  listings  of  current  and  out  of  print  books  for  sale.  Subscription 
information  is  available  from  Spink  (see  advertisement  for  their  address). 

U Michael  Sullivan  writes:  Kelly’s  Coins  and  Chatter  (1948-1961)  is  an 
irregular,  complicated  periodical  to  collect.  Remy  Bourne  lists  127  issues  (116 
Regular  Issues,  2 A.N.A.  Special  Editions,  and  9 Auction  Sales)  in  his  book 
American  Numismatic  Sales  and  Informational  Literature , 1989.  I would  like  to 
correspond  with  anyone  who  has  discovered  issues  unlisted  in  Bourne  or  who 
actively  collects  these  Kelly  publications.  Any  new  discoveries  will  be  shared  via 
The  Asylum.  Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  Box  32131,  Cincinnati, 
OH  45232. 
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U Writers  write  and  editors  edit,  but  anyone  who  wishes  to  bellyache  about 
the  treatment  his  press  release  receives  should  stand  in  line  behind  George 
Kolbe.  The  following  represents  a lift  from  G.F.K.’s  press  release  announcing 
December’s  Spink-Kolbe  sale,  which  included  an  unusual  copy  of  Crosby  - 
unbound,  as  released  in  eleven  paper  wrappers. 

"An  extremely  rare  set  of  Crosby’s  1875  Early  Coins  of  America  in  the 
original  printed  wrappers,  estimated  at  $4,500.  The  work  was  issued 
between  1873  and  1875  in  eleven  different  parts  and  nearly  all  were 
bound  when  the  last  part  arrived.  Only  a half  dozen  sets  in  original 
wrappers  are  known  and  the  set  in  the  sale  is  among  the  finest  extant." 

Now  read  the  copy  as  it  appeared  in  Coin  World. 

"Highlights  include  an  original  wrapped  set  of  Early  Coins  of  America 
published  in  1873  and  1875  in  11  parts,  bound  when  the  last  piece 
arrived.  The  set  is  estimated  at  $4,500." 

Somehow,  we  do  not  feel  the  published  version  quite  caught  the  essence  or 
significance  of  the  lot. 


Specializing  in 

Numismatics,  Antiques  & Collectibles 
(SIS)  362-2173 


WESTCHESTER  FAIRE 
ANTIQUE  MALL 
8655  South  Sepulveda  Blvd. 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90045 
Vi  Mile  North  of  LAX  Airport 
l/trge  Selection  of 
Numismatic  Books 


SHERMAN  OAKS 
ANTIQUE  MALL 
14034  Ventura  Blvd. 
Sherman  Oaks,  CA  91423 
Near  Hazeltine 
Large  Selection  of 
Books  on  Collectibles 
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From  the  President 

P.  Scott  Rubin 


As  noted  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Asylum,  it  is  time  for  N.B.S.  elections. 
The  list  of  candidates  appears  below,  and  you  will  find  a ballot  and  return 
envelope  with  this  issue.  Effective  this  year,  we  have  instituted  an  Election 
Committee  consisting  of  N.B.S.  Charter  Members  John  Bergman,  George 
Kolbe,  and  Alan  Meghrig  to  receive  and  count  the  ballots.  Ballots  should  be 
returned  only  in  the  enclosed  envelope,  and  must  be  received  by  March  6. 

In  addition  to  the  six  incumbents,  the  list  of  candidates  contains  five  new 
names.  Frank  Van  Zandt,  a private  businessman  from  New  York,  is  a long 
time  bibliophile  with  collecting  interests  in  many  areas.  David  Hirt  from 
Maryland  is  a frequent  contributor  to  The  Asylum.  Michael  Hodder  from  New 
Hampshire  is  a private  numismatic  researcher-cataloguer  and  was  lead  speaker 
at  the  1991  General  Meeting.  Fred  Lake  is  a collector-dealer  from  Florida  and 
has  organized  many  local  N.B.S.  meetings  in  his  area.  Col  Bill  Murray  from 
Texas  is  a long  time  N.B.S.  member  and  a frequent  contributor  to  Coin  World. 

During  the  last  two  years,  N.B.S.  has  continued  a steady  growth  in 
membership  at  a time  when  the  coin  collecting  public  in  general  has  declined. 
Yet  only  a few  members  take  the  time  to  participate  in  the  organization.  I 
hope  that  many  of  you  will  take  the  time  to  write  about  your  own  collecting 
interest  or  a rare  or  unusual  item  in  your  library  and  share  it  with  the  rest  of 
the  membership. 


Slate  of  Candidates 
1993-1995 


For  President 

P.  Scott  Rubin,  Lawrenceville,  NJ 


For  Board  Member 

(6  to  be  elected ) 

Armand  Champa,  Louisville,  KY 

Charles  Davis,  Wenham,  ma 
David  Hirt,  Frederick,  MD 
Michael  Hodder,  Woifeboro,  NH 
Fred  Lake,  St  Petersburg,  FL 
William  Murray,  San  Antonio,  TX 
Joel  Orosz,  Kalamazoo,  MI 
Michael  Sullivan,  Cincinnati,  OH 


For  Vice  President 

Wayne  Homren,  Pittsburgh,  PA 


For  Secretary-Treasurer 

Frank  Van  Zandt,  Livonia,  NY 
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Officers 


Vice  President 
Wayne  Homren 
1810  Antietam  St 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15206 


President 

P.  Scott  Rubin  Secretary-Treasurer 

Box  6885  Kenneth  Lowe 

Lawrenceville,  NJ  08648  Box  43286 

Richmond  Hts,  OH  44143 


Members  of  the  Board 

Armand  Champa,  Box  22316,  Louisville,  KY  40222 
Charles  Davis,  Box  547,  Wenham,  MA  01984 
Joel  Orosz,  4300  Old  Field  Trail,  Kalamazoo,  MI  49008 
Jeffrey  Peck,  Box  657,  Oaks,  PA  19456 
Michael  Sullivan,  Box  32131,  Cincinnati,  OH  45232 
Barry  Tayman,  5424  Smooth  Meadow  Way,  Columbia,  MD  21044 
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Editor:  Charles  Davis,  NLG 
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Advertising  Rates 


Full  Page $60.00 

Inside  Front,  Inside  Back,  Outside  Back  65.00 

Half  Page 35.00 

Quarter  Page 20.00 


Classified 10  cents  per  word,  minimum  $2.50 

The  Asylum  is  published  quarterly  on  the  15th  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October.  Manuscripts 
should  be  submitted  to  the  editor  at  least  three  weeks  in  advance  to  ensure  their  publication. 
Individuals  submitting  papers  in  WordPerfect  or  DOS  Text  format  will  receive  the  undying  gratitude 
of  the  editor  as  well  as  the  return  of  their  disks. 


N.B.S.  Membership:  $15  annual  dues  for  North  American  addresses,  $20/year  elsewhere.  All 
members  receive  The  Asylum  for  the  current  calendar  year.  Requests  for  membership  should  be 
submitted  to  The  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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BOOKS 

current,  out-of-print,  antiquarian,  fine  editions 

CATALOGS 

auction  catalogs,  price  lists 

PERIODICALS 

journals,  dealer  publications 
are  regularly  offered  in  our  catalogs. 


We  try  to  be  the  major  North  American  source  for  books  related  to  British 
numismatics.  We  have  also  begun  publishing  specialized  references.  Our 
update  and  reprint  of  Dalton  and  Hamer’s  reference  on  18th  Century  British 
trade  tokens  was  nominated  for  the  I.A.P.N.  Book  of  the  Year  award. 

We  specialize  in  British  coins  and  tokens  and  ancient  Greek  and  Roman 
coins.  We  also  handle  books  related  to  ancient  coins  and  classical  European 
numismatics 

We  are  interested  in  purchasing  books,  catalogues  and  periodicals  related  to 
these  series. 

Our  coin  catalogues  discuss  the  background  and  history  of  the  coins  we  sell. 
Catalogues  are  available  for  $15  per  year  or  $2  for  a sample  copy 


cDavissons 

Ltd 

Allan  and  Mamie  Davisson 
Cold  Spring , MN  56320 
(612)  685-3835 


Winter,  1993 
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PERIODICALS  WANTED 

Bullowa’s  Coin  List:  Vols.  1-4,  various  issues  Vols.  5-6,  Vols.  7-12 
Choice  & Desirable  Coins:  #1  and  #2  (Bowers  & Hathaway) 

Coin  & Medal  Bulletin:  (1916/17  and  New  Series  1920s  - Raymond) 

Coin  Collectors  Journal  (Scott  & Co.)-  all  issues 

Elder  Monthly,  Numismatic  Philistine,  and  Elder  Magazine 

Flying  Eaglet:  Vol.  1 - all;  V2,  nos.  1,  3,  15,  17,  20,  22;  V3,  nos.  4-6 

Guttag’s  Coin  Bulletin:  all  issues 

Harzfeld’s  Numismatic  Circular:  all  issues 

Mehl’s  Coin  Chronicle  and  Mehl’s  Coin  Circular:  all  issues 

Numisma  (New  Netherlands):  various  issues  including  Vol.  1,  no.  4 

Numismatic  Scrapbook:  July  1935;  Dec.  ’38;  Jan.  ’39;  Jan.  ’40; 

Jan./Dec.  ’46;  1947  - all;  Jan  ./Nov./Dec.  ”48;  Jan.  ’51 
Raymond:  Standard  Price  Lists,  Catalogues,  Monographs,  Premium  Lists 
Repository  (Wilson):  various  issues  including  Vol.  IV,  no.  6 

Michael  J.  Sullivan 

PO  Box  32131,  Cincinnati,  OH  45232 
(513)  533-3134 


Our  New  Titles  1993  price  list  covers  the  numismatic  publishing 
and  reprinting  explosion  in  China,  the  numerous  academic  studies  and 
reprinting  of  “classics”  in  India,  over  twenty  new  titles  on  primitive 
money,  and  much  more.  Recommended  Works  will  survey  the  available 
literature  in  each  Asian/Oriental  field,  offering  worthwhile  in-print  books. 
Specialized  Works  & Used  Books  will  be  a potpourri  of  mostly  out-of- 
print  works  from  all  over  the  world  but  emphasizing  Asia.  All  lists 
contain  concise  descriptions  and  critical  evaluations  of  books  offered. 

— REQUEST  YOUR  FREE  COPIES  TODAY  — 


SCOTT  SEMANS 

P.O.  BOX  22849 


SEATTLE,  WA  98122 
(206)-322-4180  8 to  7 
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a V The  Money  Tree 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
'^CM§)+  Office:  (216)  333-3444 
M Fax:  (216)  333-4463 

Instead  of 

"Buy  the  book,  before  you  buy  the  coin" 
Change  it  to 

"Contact  The  Money  Tree  before 
You  buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin." 


The  Money  Tree 


Dealers  in  Important  and  Rare 
Numismatic  Literature 
We  Buy,  Sell,  and  Auction  Worthwhile 
Collections  and  Libraries 

Myron  Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe 
Members:  ANA,  NLG,  NBS,  ANS,  EAC 


Winter,  1993 
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Numismatic  News  delivers 
the  news  first 


"There's  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  delivers  the  news  first. 
Nine  times  out  of  ten,  1 find  an  important  story 
first  in  NUMISMATIC  NEWS.  I've  been  a reader 
for  20  years.  1 subscribe  to  NUMISMATIC 
NEWS  because  it’s  the  best  publication  in  the 
field. 

Robert  Foppiano,  Missouri 
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Being  first  every  time  is  hard;  but 
nine  out  of  ten  isn't  bad.  That's  why 
NUMISMATIC  NEWS  should  be  your 
complete  hobby  weekly. 

In  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  you  can 

count  on  the  latest  news  first;  the 
hobby's  most  respected  value  guide, 
"Coin  Market;''  the  field's  only  full- 
time Washington  Bureau  to  keep  you 
on  top  of  vital  Mint  news;  the  hobby's 
most  experienced  staff;  trustworthy 
advertisers  who  deliver  what  they 
promise;  and  the  coin  industry's  most 
complete  show  calendar.  Plus,  as  a 
special  bonus,  you'll  receive  a FREE 
classified  ad  every  week  as  a 
subscriber.  That's  a s260  yearly 
value  that  more  than  pays  for  your 
subscription  several  times  over. 


_ <»*»>,  ,, 


JtATURnvG 


co*v  market  I 


PW. 


marks  Treason  0™.""*'-' 

- - * J 1,1  MS 


Cftmpufpr  trading  bcj>itls , 


Wood  jcar  v.: 


1 1 


numismatic  I1CWS 

FEATURING  COJN  MARKET  ■ ■■  “ 


700  E.  State  Street, 
lola,  Wl  54990 
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□ YES!  Sign  me  up  for  NUMISMATIC  NEWS!  □ Check  or  Money  order  (uNuno.rn.KNn,,) 
20  issues jUSt  s905  □ MasterCard  □ VISA 

Payable  in  U.S.  funds.  Write  for  foreign  rates.  Credit  Card  No 

Name 


Address. 


| City. 


Expires;  Mo. 
Signature  — 


Yr. 


State. 


Zip. 


p f 

1 

:: 

S:  


Phone  No 

Mail  vwtti  payment  to  Numismatc  News,  Circulation  Oepl 
700  E.  State  St.  lota.  Wl  54990  GN8 
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"THE  WORLD  OF  NUMISMATICS"  SERIES: 
ANCIENT  COINAGE 

Jenkins,  G.  K.  ANCIENT  GREEK  COINS.  New  York:  G.P.  Putnam’s  Sons, 
1972.  310  pages  including  92  black  and  white  & 20  color  enlargement  plates, 
bibliography,  glossary,  index  and  map.  Small  quarto  (24V2X19  cm).  Blue  cloth, 
gilt,  d.j.  As  new. 

C-S  1840*.  Out-of-print.  Far  superior  to  the  recent  reprint. 

Sutherland,  C.  H.  V.  ROMAN  COINS.  New  York:  G.P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  1974. 
311  pages  including  505  black  and  white  & 20  color  plates,  bibliography, 
glossary  and  index.  Small  quarto  (24V2X19  cm).  Blue  cloth,  gilt,  d.j.  As  new. 
C-S  3634*.  Out-of-print. 

Whitting,  P.  D.  BYZANTINE  COINS.  New  York:  G.P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  1973. 
311,  (1)  pages  including  390  fine  black  and  white  enlargement  illustrations  on 
92  plates  and  20  color  plates  of  enlargements,  four  appendices,  index  and  map 
of  mints.  Small  quarto  (24V2X19  cm).  Blue  cloth,  gilt,  d.j.  As  new. 

C-S  5420*.  Out-of-print. 

Each  of  these  works  is  prized  for  the  magnificent  illustrations  however  they  are 
much  more  than  coffee  table  books.  They  are  written  by  eminent  authorities  who 
examine  the  coinages  from  both  an  artistic  and  historical  perspective.  All  three 
receive  the  Clain-Stefanelli  fundamental  rating  and  deservedly  so. 

The  set  of  three  volumes:  $365  postpaid  in  the  North  America  and  $385 
overseas. 

Available  properly  packaged  from: 


John  F.  Bergman 

4223  Iroquois  Ave. 
Lakewood,  CA  90713  USA 
Tel:  310-421-0171  Fax:  310-421-2208 


NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 

ALWAYS  WANTED 


SPINK 


SPINK  & SON  LTD.  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SW1Y  60S. 
TEL:  071-930  7888.  FAX:  071-839  4853.  TELEX:  916711. 

English  Paintings  and  Watercolours  • Silver,  Jewellery  and  Paperweights 
Oriental,  Asian  and  Islamic  Art  • Textiles  • Medals  • Coins  ■ Bullion  ■ Banknotes 


Now  Available 

American  Numismatic  Literature 

edited  by  Charles  Davis 

American  Numismatic  Literature  is  a compilation  of  extracts  from 
over  100  auction  sales  of  numismatic  literature  coupled  with  the  editor’s 
observations  as  to  numismatic  quality,  utility,  and  rarity.  Over  1,200  titles 
including  standard  references,  monographs,  periodicals,  and  sale  catalogues 
are  listed  and  evaluated  with  sidenotes  giving  observations  of  numismatic 
merit,  production  quality,  variants  or  bits  of  related  numismatic  lore.  For 
classic  catalogues,  we  have  reported  coins  depicted  on  photographic  plates. 

The  book  is  8V2X  11"  format,  230  pages  and  has  been  published  by 
Quarterman.  The  following  is  a sample  of  the  unsolicited  comments  from 
individuals  who  paid  full  price  for  their  books. 

"I  was  truly  impressed  by  the  depth  of  information  provided,  mostly 
importantly,  your  research  notes."  — Bagg 

"What  a great  work.  When  it  arrived,  I stopped  everything  and  spent  an 
hour  or  more  looking  through  it."  — Q-  David  Bowers 

"I  appreciate  the  marginal  notes.  They’re  priceless.  This  is  a book  I have 
needed  for  years,  though  I did  not  know  it.  The  information  is  more  than 
extremely  useful.  For  me,  it  is  indispensable."  ...  Michael  Hodder 

"I  congratulate  you  on  amassing  and  refining  numismatic  literature  into  a 
scholarly  and  fascinating  commentary,  a permanent  contribution  to 
numismatic  knowledge."  — Eric  Newman 

American  Numismatic  Literature  is  offered  only  by  the  undersigned. 

• Black  cloth,  500  copies  $85.00 

• Half  leather,  marbled  endpapers,  slightly  larger  paper,  bound  by 

Alan  Grace,  limited  to  35  numbered  copies  $225.00 

Charles  Davis 

P.O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  MA  01984 

Fax:  (508)  468-7893  Tel:  (508)  468-2933 
ANA  60027  ANS  NBS  NLG  EAC  142 


